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Special Washington Action Day for LIHEAP Edition

National Fuel Funds Network members across the country today participated in a variety of activities urging the Bush Administration and members of Congress to provide adequate funding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).  

NFFN Chair Carol Clements, speaking at a Capital Hill news conference marking Washington Action Day for LIHEAP, called upon President Bush to “please lead the country out of a looming home energy emergency” by supporting at least $1.7 billion FY 2003 funding for LIHEAP, releasing $500 million in LIHEAP emergency funds, and requesting at least $2 billion in regular funding for LIHEAP for FY 2004 and advance appropriations for the next year.

Ms. Clements was joined in the news conference by Senators Jack Reed (D-RI), Jim Jeffords (I-VT). Lincoln Chafee (R-RI), and Hillary Clinton (D-NY); and Congressmen Marty Meehan (D-MA), Jesse Jackson (D-IL) Jack Quinn (R-NY) and Bobby Rush (D-IL). Also participating in the news conference were Iowa LIHEAP director Jerry McKim and two LIHEAP recipients Teresa Wilkinson and Karen Williams. 

Following the news conference, a number of NFFN members visited the offices of their Congressional delegations to urge them to support LIHEAP.

In Arizona, several energy assistance agencies sponsored client call-ins to the White House, while in Indiana, LIHEAP advocates throughout the state wrote to the President and their Congressional delegation in support of the program.  Fuel funds in New York, Connecticut and Pennsylvania were also conducting letter- writing activities

In addition, Michigan fuel fund members met with editorial writers to explain the LIHEAP funding situation and to seek the media’s support and members in Hartford, Ct held a news conference.

Wayne Leonard, CEO of Entergy, in a statement of support for today’s activities, announced that the Louisiana based energy company has launched a major lobbying effort for the program.  He said the company is joining numerous low-income advocacy agencies, utilities, and individuals in this effort.  

Leonard also said that Total Community Action in New Orleans will send a petition, post cards and letters to members of Congress from people supporting LIHEAP.

On Monday, members of the Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN) briefly took over the offices of the Illinois State Republican Party in Chicago to demand the release of LIHEAP emergency funds. The group also announced that their members would conduct a day of activities in support of increased funding for LIHEAP on January 9th. 

White House Actions

· The Department of Health and Human Services yesterday announced the release of $545 million as the second quarter allotment of LIHEAP funds. This release of funds brings total LIHEAP funding for the FY 2003 to $1.38 billion. HHS officials said the latest release of LIHEAP funds was based on the $1.7 billion funding level approved for the program for FY 2002. The Bush administration had requested $1.4 billion for LIHEAP in FY 2003.

· President Bush has issued an executive order directing all federal agencies to review and evaluate existing policies that would impact faith-based and community organizations in their participation in federal social service programs.  Agency heads are to report their findings to the President through the Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives within 90 days of the December 12th order.

Fuel Fund Activities

· Operation Fuel in Bloomfield, Ct. marked its 25th anniversary in December with a reception where the organization recognized the six individuals and eight organizations that have been part of the fuel fund since its beginning in 1977. The program also paid special tribute to former Gov. Ella Grasso and Father Thomas Lynch for their efforts in creating Operation Fuel.

· The Heat and Warmth Fund (THAW) in Detroit reported issuing $345,500 in assistance grants in November and December, more than twice the amount for the same period last year.

· The Salvation Army in Pittsburgh reported in early December that it had spent 70 percent of its annual $10,000 heating assistance budget.  The increase in demand for assistance was attributed in part to layoffs at US Airways.

Utility Actions

· The Vice President of Agway Energy Products, a Syracuse, NY based energy supplier, has written to Sen. Charles Schumer urging him to support funding LIHEAP at $1.7 billion for FY 2003.  The letter, signed by Michael F. Meath, also asks the Senator to urge President Bush to release the remaining LIHEAP emergency funds.

· The Entergy Corporation, the Arkansas based energy supplier, issued a press release supporting increased funding for LIHEAP. 

· The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities is in the process of creating a permanent Universal Service Fund that would assist low-income customers with their utility bills.  The assistance fund, which was mandated by state legislation, would allow eligible customers to pay no more than 6 percent of their income on utility bills. 

The Universal Service Fund would be funded by ratepayers through a surcharge on utility bills.  Utility board President Jeanne M. Fox said, “Our goal is to have the permanent program in place by March.”

· Officials at Philadelphia Gas Works said 10,000 customers whose service was shut off in the summer because of delinquent accounts remained without service in early December.  

· Julie Dahlen of Tacoma Power was quoted in a recent Tacoma News Tribune article about the impact of potential funding cuts to LIHEAP.  “People are struggling to juggle their bills,” Dahlen said.  “Every month they have to decide what to pay: utilities, groceries, insurance or their children’s needs.  We don’t have the money to help everyone.”

Dahlen said contributions to Tacoma Power’s Project Need are fewer this year and the “sagging economy has forced more people to seek help.”

· In Canada, two of the nation’s largest pension funds have joined in an effort to purchase 49 percent of Hydro One, Inc., an electrical transmission grid owned by the government of Ontario.

The Ontario Teachers Pension Plan Board and Borealis Capital Corp., a private equity fund backed by the Ontario Municipal Employees Retirement Board have submitted a letter of intent to purchase a minority share of the utility. 
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CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE:�UTILITY OUTREACH FOR THE EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT


Tuesday, February 11, 2003�9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.�Salvation Army Headquarters Conference Facility�3637 Broadway�Kansas City, MO 64141


The National Fuel Funds Network (NFFN) invites you to a training session on how utilities and social service agencies can address the winter payment problems of low-income consumers. In cooperation with Salvation Army, Aquila, Missouri Gas Energy, and MAAC, NFFN is offering a one-day interactive workshop on how public utilities can provide outreach to ensure that eligible households will claim their federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). Registration is located on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalfuelfunds.org/eitc_registration.pdf" ��www.nationalfuelfunds.org/eitc_registration.pdf�.
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