  VIII.
BASIC BENEFIT LEVELS
The Basic Benefit levels represent funding based on $35.04 million in federal LIHEAP block grant funds, $9 million in LIHEAP carry-forward funds and $.24 million in LIHEAP Leveraging funds, for a total funding level of $44.28 million.    


Basic Benefit levels are determined based on income, household size, vulnerability and liquid assets.  Note:  Individuals whose meals are included in their rent are not eligible to receive basic benefits. 


The chart below details the LIHEAP Basic Benefit levels by percent of federal poverty guidelines:


 POVERTY GUIDELINES


                   BASIC BENEFITS

  
    Vulnerable


  Non-Vulnerable

            







    
   Households       

     Households   


       Up  to  100%


          

$515                   
       
        $475





      101% - 125%


          

$420                               
        $375





      126% - 150%


        

$325                               
        $275





      151% - 200% (elderly/disabled hslds)    

$240                                
         n/a   
 




If the state receives funding other than specified in the Plan, Basic Benefits may be adjusted accordingly.
 IX.
RENTAL ASSISTANCE BENEFIT LEVELS
Benefits for rental assistance households will be available to those income eligible households with annual gross incomes up to 150 percent of federal poverty guidelines who pay more than 30 percent of their gross income towards rent.  Note:  Individuals whose meals are included in their rent are not eligible to receive Rental Assistance Benefits.  Rental assistance households that are determined eligible will receive a check to defray heat costs.  

LIHEAP Rental Assistance Benefit levels will be as follows:

 POVERTY GUIDELINES
             RENTAL ASSISTANCE BENEFITS




 Up  to 100%


            $   70





101% - 125%


            $   55





126% - 150%


            $   40

Rental assistance households must present verifiable documentation of rent.  Rental assistance households that move and become responsible for their primary heat may receive Basic Benefits up to the maximum available to a household at the appropriate benefit level, less any Rental Assistance Benefits already received.  For example, a rental assistance household which moves to a non-rental assistance situation, which had already received $70 in Rental Assistance Benefits and is now eligible for a $475 Basic Benefit, can receive up to $405 of Basic Benefits towards their primary source of heat.  Crisis and Safety Net Benefits may be provided if the new primary source of heat is a deliverable fuel and the household meets the criteria.
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Conversely, if a household moves from a situation where they are responsible for payment of their primary source of heat, to a dwelling unit where they do not make direct vendor payments for their primary source of heat, they may receive the difference between what they have received in Basic Benefits and what they would be eligible for under the Rental Assistance Benefit Matrix.

For example, if a household at 100 percent of poverty which has used $55 of its $475 Basic Benefit moves to a Rental Assistance situation, the household will be eligible for a benefit of $15 if they meet the eligibility criteria for Rental Assistance Benefits.  The household will no longer be eligible for a Basic Benefit.  Such households must document the change in circumstances, including verification of rent, but need not have income redetermined.

No more than one Rental Assistance Benefit will be issued per dwelling unit.  Rental Assistance Benefits will be mailed as early as resources and cash flow will allow.

If the state receives funding other than specified in this Plan, Rental Assistance Benefits may be adjusted accordingly.

